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The malfunction of self-inflating bag resuscitator due to mis-assembly — A case report —

Deok Kyu Kim, M.D., Yu Yil Kim, M.D,, Ji Sun Yi, M.D., Hyung Sun Lim, M.D., and Dong Chan Kim, M.D., Ph.D.
Department of Anesthesiology and Pain Medicine, Chonbuk National University Medical School, Jeonju, Korea

A self-inflating bag resuscitator is universally used to ventilate patients during cardiopulmonary resuscitation and transfer. This

device can be reused after sterilization and reassembly, and the mis-assembly of a resuscitator can possibly happen. We report

here on a case of mis-assembly of a resuscitator valve that resulted to barotrauma and instability of a patient. (Korean J
Anesthesiol 2008; 55: 731~5)
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Fig. 1. Schematic of Ruben valve.
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Fig. 2. Schematic of AMBU (A)
and Laerdal (B) valve.

Fig. 3. Normal assembly of fish
mouth-like valve and their housing
(A). Fish mouth-like valve put in
their housing that cause to the ob-
struction of expiratory gas (B).
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Fig. 4. The left valve (A) is the valve which the expiratory gas
flow was obstructed to raise the error. The size of right valve (B)
which makes in Hudson company is a little bigger than the left
valve and their structure is each other some different.
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