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On Fat Embolism Syndrome Occurred in the Recovery Room after
an Intramedullary Nailing of Femur Fracture

—A case report—

Kyung Il Hwang, M.D., Ju Tae Sohn, M.D,, Sung Joon Kang, M.D., Hong Beum Kim, M.D.
Heon Keun Lee, M.D., and Young Kyun Chung, M.D.

Department of Anesthesiology, College of Medicine, Gyeongsang National University
Chinju, Korea

The fat embolism syndrome is a serious and potentially life threatening complication of long bone
trauma, blunt trauma and intramedullary manipulation. A 26-year-old woman underwent an intrame-
dullary nailing of the femur under general anesthesia 45 hours after a traffic accident. The operation
ended uneventfully and the patient was extubated in the operatirg room. About one hour after the patient
arrived at the recovery room, she progressively developed tachycardia, tachypnea, cyanosis and drows-
iness. The fat embolism syndrome was suspected because of the above clinical signs, and because
pulmonary -edema appeared on a simple chest A-P. During six days of intensive treatment in response
to the fat embolism syndrome, the patient's vital signs and ventilatory status progressively improved.

The patient was uneventfully discharged from the hospital 19 days after her operation.
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Complication: fat embolism syndrome.
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A% 55 kg 274 A% A & 4042 Aol
AEA £ 3 A%l $TUL WUNAT &
HAFE W 10060 mmHg, et 683)/%, TF 26
AR, A 3TCOlNT PAE A% WHT AR
A ols] Holxzel glol AUSEE A2 s

Fig. 1. A chest X-ray when hypoxia, tachypnea and
tachycardia occurred about 1 hour after operation revealed
pulmonary edema.
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u}3 A Fok2 midazolam 3 mgg w3 90EA )
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A%, fubAdA A2 71(OXYPLETH model 520A, No-
rametrix, USA)E F2rsl9]3 100% A4£E FUAF
™A, 2.5% thiopental 250 mg, vcuronium 8 mgg &
F3 & AL 2 Limin o}A3FA A (nitrous oxide) 2
Limino g w3 g 0|4 &85 ¥ 734k
€ APsigict vlAFAE 44 2 Lmin, op4Hshd
4 2 Ljmin, enflurane 1.5—2.5 vol% % 3t €&
FURLAHE AP FokHATL ATl
ot €% +F71943 o) g 90— 100/50—60
mmHgo| 122, W4} 90— 1003]/%, THY AL¥3}
EE 97-9%0|¢lt}. AU HEL 250 miZ2 FE
& 3}Eut$-H(Hartmanns solution) 1,000 mlE F
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Fig. 2a, b. Petechiae typically occurred on the upper torso, axilla the second day after operation.



7RG 8 59 U= 3R F¢ F HAANA Yebd APHAFET 733

31, Aoj%(aphasia)d} 4t & HAE K1, o]
¥k 10060 mmHge|giew, LHF 283)/E 0
A 408/ Eo2 FUHEAR, AT 1008)/E0A4
1403822 Frlsts, 108 ¢ AHE7IE ¥4
she Adlold A1 FREstAE AL pH 751,
oj4t3teha -9t 24 mmHg, AF4AF<t 30 mmHg, Ab4
E5E 65%0lch FAl 7|3l ARE A19E ¥
HEF AR A HRE LAH0(Fig. 1) o AW
NAZFT Ee ALdLF A9 HAELE g4+
o FIAAE olFaAt e AF HEAUANA
#F9G cke FRAAGNA AEF £ YehIA
furosemide 20 mg& 23] AF 1, ¢ ¥ 59 ¢
o] #}20]] 500 ml4 10% pentastarch (pentaspan®, i
YdeFE) 2,500 ml9} Lactated Ringer® 842 Foia}
of BAV APARZEZoIA 29 2N2Y wl
A FAZYYE 10-12 cmH 02 FABI% 2, 25
Aol Z1AH 7] Fboll 2 517]EH(peak airway
pressure)e] 40 cmH,02 Z7}5|o]4] aminophylline-&
Folshgiet.

Z3 A8 o]l4 ¥ AEFF7|(PB Puritan Bennet

Fig. 3. Petechiae on the conjunctiva typically occurred
second day after operation.

7,200% ventilatory system, USA)Z K z=zAA|%7)
(assistant control mode ventilation)& $j3}e] U3 F
F% 600 ml, LHFT 123)/8, )9kt 10 cmH:0,
UL FE 0%E B7E |ASHA AN F
WY 7t2FA &L pH 744, ol Adtebiql 26
mmHg, 4459} 144 mmHg, ALEHT 98%0|
I, $¥AFE "Ygk 100—120/60—70 mmHg, 444
1201603 /-0l 2L, o] wl At 94 Fel= =
oz ¥ mi} 04 £5S Brbssgd £
¥ 8UA AVFIIE AREEE st e Fd
dA e pH 7.54, o|AtEptA Bl 24 mmHg, A44£E
o 87 mmHgth FEF 1494 $#x19] FE) A
74 HepR, B3] Aol HAEHFig 2, 3ol Hol
71 AU PR A A 4ot i A4
E ¥93, o] o] #4Y HAFEIEHANA o]
4 £7e] vebhdA geowiA AAAZIT A
HA] FF54A AXdaF, AR WY, J4Ed e
2 JehieE AW4AZIFo s FAsgich
Methylprednisolone 500 mg-& 8A|7}ujr} 2d HqF &
FARL, ¢ F 295 Y4To] 60,000/ mm’e R
Zddte] Y4 & 10 wmit 8 F 118,000/
mm’e 2 ZIVetI, $E F 4Y9A Y447} 9.4 gidl
2 Zaslel FEHET 3 it Y F 123 gdIB
Z7Wdch ¢ ¥ 394 JALFo] JHesiga,
4d4x] o4je] HaMzon, 645 ZIVHFHEE U
Taln 8UA WAZ o]Fsle, 1994 SHE ¢
Z glo] Essdet.

il &

YA ZFFL A7l dodle {74 9
A7, g oy 450 293 EdelH, &
Aol Fubzl oA F4UANA A Fag Y
Qolet.” At A ZFF9] e A2 Bpathophysi-
ology)& 20A17]27A) TFalx] Relolent, 1970
Gurd7}? tekdt AASFAe] E3he AWYAFFET
ojgla =i}

AGAAF HEL Ad7|Fo] AHA ot
A7) ol AF FH9 05-2%, FUERE
Sukgt 2AA 5~-10%2 viehde? el g
AFoh} FurEAE 59 o4l oA LA
Z4 ol8] Y, 34, AlsHvlo]slA(cardiopul-
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monary bypass) ¥ 2|4 gle]l® dold # Stk A
HAAZF TS 124700 A 36417 BEL] ZHIE
AYed, F4e sicht A7 A#rls #Hiek
A7ATH wgE Jelda, ERHe2 1247 el
R Jehdo?

A AAZEZe] e’ Hgeia g
vt =ZA F AR AEd AAE JAH ol
(mechanical theory). 2 <43 Tl el F
sl TS AUAZ Bolrt Aoz Haal
o HYA-g uh= Ao, o] W chFel Ao
dede A Aete Yoprbe 71382 © 3
7W&Z(patent foramen ovale), @ H|F N3} Fuje)
A, @ 7Z1BAHZ Y] e Fo| e Afelrh
EA4le= AEEA o] E(biochemical theory)2 & H2)
Aupito] RAER Uuhg EFAITII, HAEel 2
23lo] AA I FITHU=3F(adult respiratory dis-
tress syndrome)?] %19le} St} Roumen £2° Ho|
A FAY 2] 4F diEFo FHIPEE
(intramedullary interlocking nail)2] 4FQlEQl & 7
zte}l =S S eaming)d wfinich F 23] 2
A AAFF o] vebgetR #1913, Tachakra
) ol A $AelA delel Adx" A
(traction)®] ZA Fof| AWHAFIFFo| oA LA
o] FUE Aol A wbEsle] AR FET ]
Yot Fellg Haslen, FuloAE sS4
FEF By £F 4G ANHFe] HuEF 9l
G B ZHolAE oiEE0E 24 XE82 F
X agdyges A% 972 S 243 Wt
712 FFHY Aol felEoiA veld Ao
A g €l

ANYASFEE A4HQ Aol Aint o}t F3
ARQAN 743 g F4E dod 9 F4F
Y AA4LFE AYAAFI T FERellA o
Ehta shg wrel Jdehdeg Age] AFAde]
¥ 47] GRS Hlw, w3 F(tachypnea), A4
&5 7 Fgo] ¢ AF HEHA EF G
el Z1AA g9 EA gate] FuE spad
£4L A=UT. AGAAFIET] 249 o
e By slagA R Fug A44¥EdE £
& A&H o2 AAslodor & Aoz Agdr. H
542 AAA, olFA, FF&(subclinical) Al 713

Qe Verdeh® 4L obF we ] 43

n 2 of

)

o] #H RAIYIH(capillary bed)g olA =HF <}
o} Z7lalm Alutzaro] Zhasly A3k AALFo]
ZuEm, AR 44 Hal £7He] Jehvixn
F4 #A A (cor pulmonale)eZ AYE & 93, of
FAL ARAAZI T AYHY Pl A 2AY
T 4ol F7tel 98t ARE, AeAdFat A
AaZ2e Zugt A Ey IEFETTHe] EAAHY F

ZF2AAA 4L Edhconfusion), E<H(restless-
ness), A2 Alell(disorientation), &0 (stupor) HOFE
UeRd 4 Q3 UukEe g olg) 7 ZA4L 4}
F 12X 7kellA] 3 Alo]e] W &7|(lucid interval)E
AUz gick? A4 F4L FRegu Pl
7] ¥E3, A A TS Fibblke
ALE S F 3 g 3L T FEEFS M
Ag aejstoiol gt Z=te] PF 1247 W
off BB F4o] vehARt AYHAFIIEL 9
A % 39 ool thEE vehdul’ wd x|y
AEFZ F4o] ARGH F4 A5 2 Jepd
ASE I8 =E3, ALEF F ANFTAT B
Ho] veldd. HAEEE 50-60%0l4 vehte
EAHQ AFoln, T2 IF AFH, AR s
3 Agkel] Jehted, A4EEe] A At
7% BAERE VAHE ol MAL dod|T,
Hage] AR AHA Al Felxlo] 2AER
o] £4%E1 EA o] ZrletAl HlolA Jehdeh
HAA4EYo) Bdste A ERHor F4F 2-
30 Aelo] Yehdel® B FaloNE F¢ F oF 2
Aol 7 He}l A7tat Yoy, Auto H4E¥(Fig.
2, )& Hsich

AAALEAL wel Yo AwHrt dehia, ¥
% lipaseZ7t, AT3Y £ A4 % AHE
Wgl, gige] FAYL L9 ulyge] BF 24—
48217k ool EAloll e HAHoZ JYeld F
3L, gheFRAANA = gt 434 E(paren-
chymal opacity)g Jebfitt? Feid A4LFe A
yzgel 2ol Jehtx sFET Mol
vehds] 9y ARk Ael, F9Y olAggA
Bl Auiet £FA SeFe et bk
I E ZaE AWAAZFT F 2448417 el
Uehde SZu £8o] el 47] flellA
E % 3 49x0) dLX7) 94 gdlE Z4sd
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EFHHYET 3 witd T, F¢ F 1494 £
7} 80,000/mm’e 2 ZAshAA H4Ede] et
d 2o g Hol H4EEL 4U49 L9 A
7} e Aoz AFEE ¢ F 294 Y49
7} 60,000/mm’ 22 7ZHAste] "AT 10 unitd 58
ek 347 ¢4 el 449 FFE 1,000 ml
o]glon} B EAlA A4£ESET} FHAE I 4 o]
A e AulellA 4% S FRARL HEF
&70] vehgddt. ole} ZE HEFE HEZAYEM
Fo4 e ol gate] vebd Aoz Asdrt
AR FF e FFESA AWNEE A,
1970 Gurde? AMHAZFFY Ae $jsto
FZ¥9} B3¥x2 Eisld, 5% shi ol4dn
o-'ii yl o]4 o uf ZlHJ*lHi%—JF-E&i Akstsl
S¥EE ALEY, FH9 &49 Bde] ol
ﬁ*—*’?éﬂl%—% ﬂl—v—%ol Y, PFFEEE vl
"Ji A 371 GAHANA Fute] Aubad, 49
W AT, A9=A ge vtz B9 P4
9] &, HETAAEE F7L AR ExlFe
A7 ol Uk Mumay 52" AHUEY #$AE
FAslod A AYAAFZFFE et ZE Al
A GRA AA ventE 4 A g, dly,
NEE, 34349 F4oletn 3, ol e
Az AF7 Je W FHHez FHENAENE
AAstojof st Az AF} FAl FUE A4LE
qte] 50 mmHg o]3l& AWHAFFToZ Fgks}
3 Aoz gt 471 $RelA S Murraye}
Rocz7}" B8k 4 A¥xst 2% Jehy®, 19839
Schonfeld §-2'7 94 4% AFE AFdsio H
429 53, EY AEXHE 44, AALEF 34,
Zer, 38°C ol4tel 3, 303/ o4 EFEFe
1203)/% ol 49 AMtrE 77 132 s, 3U%
AlAksto] 53 olgolwl HdalfAch £ Fale] A
£ Gurdd)® AMYAZFF Ak JFoA F34
o] RE Jehtn ¥3A4oz wlw AlZFv], 0
Eze|Eg d4ne] i HYTYAEEY F71
7} by, Murray @ Rocz9]'’ Ag} 7128 2%
#ZA)7)3, Schonfeld 59|'” At 71Foz HYE
o, AR4F, 3, AEF7 EE dle] vet
1} 12322 Schonfeld 59]'? Ak 71&L 347
3 glek
APMAZERS] BAY A&H AXE o,

lfél

A, A2 F5 FEF Eolv AL A=
€ @2sc A AP g4 Hglelx, A
BYRFE apd g A8 A obvi E5W 9
A =2l 93t Yehte U4 HF2E A
Aste Aol Fasittn Az a, Al AYARF
79 194l At $AE M weFH
3o € e, AR, FARUYL, ks
B4, 371% ot aEst $2 AUsA A
oo & Aoz Agdd § FFTA, WA
€, ERFENGE Foll #x9 THPEIE otste
o 1=, Fod, 71F, vt A ARESL 5
WA F AYRAFETE JHsAE Rk
gt

AGAAFFL X8 T8 SEe APHRF
79 AYE =2A o Fad Z79 JeH
FHE RETNEA THAY 75E = 82
£ "AYsA sted gk WA PHZXIBA F
Z(long bone)e] EF AL FFH 4ol 37
3 F7bstA oAl Algsteol sk, AT AaEd
W YA HFHA A X' QI3 V)
€9 B2z AYEE ¥ 7 I3, AYFFTH &
L ARARFFTE BT R HAG £ F
Fol F23id? £ ZFel9 BRCINE ASHUR
o] Z1A1H &7 Foll I TRYL AWMATH
TN TG Sl g3t vehie HYF F
8 &Gl T A71FE FAAAA = 3§
43 AEGhun)E WAsEE X8 & F
WY Aiste A F¢ Advpia Ados §A
s A% ASe 714 8719 1R SdTE
A Pasic. 7040 0|39 AYJAFFT XEE
Yol e AYE AAsHE Aol FHolgle}
ol Foll A& WS APYAFTHTY A=F &
#2 vehdes TEIAIS SRABA F4 X8
2 ugiet? 3E71AlY X 87 AYARAFFE
A gollA Mg Fo¥ FHeln, HEFH FUY
Abd¥-qto] 50 mmHg oj3te AWHAFTFTY 4
& Y& veldlz ojg} A At AdEel ¥
71 WiZoll FHE GEELE Fole ¥ 2 A8
7} olFolAol grt? 47] BRINE FHY Fh&
A &7 ABAAA pH 752, o34t
22 mmHg, 4b4& 4t 31 mmHgolu, ¢ ¥ 24
A4 40%9F B 719rekgl 10 emH0, U3 #7188 600
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ml, TFF 103/2-¢ Hnde FulolAs pH 749,
o] A3} ek A9t 27 mmHg, At4¥<9k 140 mmHgo| 3]
o} g8 AGAAFIETANA 0% FY AdLF
52 HzzA 37§ $ade Yol FHE 4
&8te 60 mmHgZ {FA8HA FE @ 10 cmH0
3 7)<ekek(positive end-expiratory pressure)S A8}
o] AALFE X833, G4 G(septic shock)olA]
A8-5]= 82kl A sl methyl prednisolone succi-
nate 13 mgkge] Z7]1%E& AR Ut A4t
ARAZFFNA #H5Fo] LT Ude] =7
wj ol 12A17}v}c} ethacrynic acid 50 mg =+ furo-
semide 40 mge] FFE WAL, olxAld A&
o2 el diZe oy A¥Fell A% At
€ U F5 7] dFel AYYRFF T 4
£ Ast7] Qlsle] o)Al Foi9} FAjo| WHw
2R NY(colloid) & F83] Foisteiol a2, by
s F dolla o] Aol didt Hrvt AE3)
A 7] diEol FARYL = HATUY L T2
W= A sl gckn Agdch A Ui
Aol A} furosemide®] F-ojoll olsle] el Ag
ZFol AYYAZFFE A FE 7] dlFoll
pentaspan?} Lactated Ringer#] &4& Fojste F4
kg 10~-12 cmH 02 A3 2 )¢ A
g4z 3F7] Ade AEH7 A FA4AAE,
Z1B ARl g AHE F7HAI7]5 EQh(restess-
ness)y& Z&A|7]7] st A F A2} morphine AH-§,
¥4 AxAs 2ygue] XNa= digitlis 4§, 7]
BARH wlFoll Zl=Age]l TR of ZAuARA
A (bronchodilator)®] A8 Fol WAL ojst 2
€ X852 dFEe $A4E 2-6Y ool ALHA
F¥T F4ol AT, FUY gLkl A4
o2 &R Fox A}t AE EF e gle
a 44 HEGe] S aedstedof ¥t
471 g2 FulolA JehtRe] AWMAZET
SEIA, AAA, R AFx A7sa
23849 FHoln] HAH o2 APYAFTFT o
B2 oldeizta AR A XNgE XA
aY¥oleg, AYYAFFTY A wE At
2 gqto] A Tl FEo] vehe AWaA
F¥F9 ALES AAAE & ek 7Rt
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