
   
 

   
 

Supplementary Digital Content 2.  Thresholds for converting the Newcastle-Ottawa scales to AHRQ 

standards. 

 

Quality Description 

Good 3 or 4 stars in selection domain AND  

1 or 2 stars in comparability domain AND  

2 or 3 stars in outcome/exposure domain 

Fair 2 stars in selection domain AND  

1 or 2 stars in comparability domain AND  

2 or 3 stars in outcome/exposure domain 

Poor 0 or 1 star in selection domain OR  

0 stars in comparability domain OR  

0 or 1 stars in outcome/exposure domain 

 




